Community News Release

BlackRock Center for the Arts

(12901 Town Commons Drive Germantown, MD 20874)
http://www.blackrockcenter.org

Presents

Washington Asian Traditional Instrument Orchestra

Sunday, January 4, 2009, 3 p.m.

Tickets: $ 22 (advance); $ 27 (at-the-door)

Presented in partnership with the AGIS Center for Arts and Humanities

Think globally, act locally. In this instance, “globally” means the music and instruments of other lands,
specifically China. Since its debut in November 2007, an acclaimed performance under the baton of
Chinese conductor Maestro Ma GuoFu from Nanjing, China, the Washington Asian Philharmonic has
established a solid footing in the greater metropolitan area classical arena, garnering raves from critics
and audiences alike. At BlackRock, the philharmonic will feature its traditional instrument orchestra, a
more intimate version featuring exemplary artists on such traditional Chinese instruments as the zither,
the yang gin, the erhu and the banhu, performing a sampling of music from one of the world’'s most
intriguing civilizations—traditional Chinese offerings; a legendary repertoire from the Qing Dynasty; folk
songs from the Xinjiang Province; and more. Not sure what to expect from what promises to be a truly
fascinating performance and cultural experience?

Then you'll have to act “locally,” which of course means we’ll see you there.
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Special Guest Artist

Ms. Yang, Yue

The internationally acclaimed Erhu soloist Yang Yue was born into a
well-known musical family in Beijing . At age five she began her musical
studies on erhu (Chinese violin), gu zhen (Zither) and piano, and soon began
performing in public. During her conservatory years, Yang Yue received first |
prize in the Long Yin Instrumental Performance Competition in 1996, the gold
medal in Ministry of Culture Annual Music Competition in 1999, and in 1997
and 1998 the Chinese National Cultural Foundation Scholarship — an honor
bestowed upon four musicians out of more than 5,000. In 1999, Yang Yue was
awarded a Bachelor degree with top honors after serving as the solo erhu player
(concertmaster) with the resident orchestra for four years.

In 2000 Yang Yue became the associate concertmaster of the Central Chinese
Traditional Instrument Orchestra, also appearing frequently as a soloist with
that ensemble, and touring extensively throughout Asia, Europe and North
America. During the orchestra's 2000 tour, Yang Yue was soloist in Lincoln
Center, New York and the Kennedy Center, Washington DC. In 2001 Yang
received the silver medal in the most prestigious Er Hu competetion — Tian
Hua. The following year, the Japan-Chinese Cultural Arts Center awarded her
a fellowship comprised of a year-long residency in Tokyo in which she toured
Japan extensively giving concerts, master-classes and recording. Upon
returning to Beijing, Yang became a professor at the China Contemporary
Cultural Academy. She recorded two solo CD's for the Tian Tian label which :
were released in March 2004. Following these releases, Yang Yue made more than 30 television
appearances playing Er Hu on national television stations in Beijing and throughout China.

Ms. Li, Liqun

Avyangqin (hammered dulcimer) soloist, former member of the
National Orchestra of China. She graduated from the Central
Conservatory of Music in Beijing and won the second prize at the
1995 International Chinese Instrument Solo Competition” in
Beijing.

Ms. Li has played solo concerts and given lectures in many places
around the world. After moved to the United States in early 90s’, she ' ;
performed at Smithsonian Museum (Freer Gallery), Lincoln Center, Carnegie Hall, Kennedy Center, Yale
University, George Washington University, New York University, Columbia University, Harvard University,
University of Connecticut, etc. In 1998, Ms. Li was invited by the Governor of New York to perform at the
Asian Cultures Festival and received high recognition from all audiences.
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